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It took a long time, from about A.D.100 to after 400, for the codex to supplant the roll.
Yet its advantages were obvious from the outset. When it was newly on the market,
Martial, as we pointed out, recognized one advantage, its greater capacity, a feature
that made it particularly convenient for travelers. Another was ease of access to the
contents: a reader of a roll who was looking for a particular passage had to keep rolling
up with one hand and unrolling with the other, whereas readers of codices merely
flipped pages. Moreover, after finding what they sought, if they wanted to refer to it
again, they could keep a finger on the page or slide in a piece of papyrus to flag it while
they went on reading. A further advantage of the codex was that it was customarily
bound between covers, most often of wood, and this kept the pages safe from damage;
rolls were piled up on the shelves, or stacked in boxes or buckets, with no protection.

Why, then, did the adoption of the codex take so long? A key reason surely was the
heavy weight of habit. Readers were accustomed to rolls; the codex was new and strange,
it took getting used to. The same was true for the scriptoria’s craftsmen: for centuries
the book-makers had been putting together rolls, and the copyists writing on them.

There is, however, one striking exception to the laggard transition from roll to codex.
The finds from Egypt demonstrate unequivocally that from the very beginning
Christians used only the codex for their copies of the Bible and strongly favored it for
their other religious writings. The earliest preserved copies of the Bible date to the
second century or the beginning of the third; there are eleven that belong to this
period(six containing parts of the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Old
Testament that is traditionally dated about 270B.C., and five containing parts of the

New)and every one of these eleven is a codex.
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Exceptional progress has been made to transform research libraries into
popular destinations for productivity and learning. Surveys suggest that
libraries are seen as the logical providers of primary learning spaces on campus.
The undergraduate learning commons is a celebrated success on most campuses.
Faculty and graduate students will become more outspoken in their
expectations that libraries should address their research and contemplative
needs via physical space solutions. There is no consensus on what these
responses should be.

Branch libraries may be expected to relinquish the bulk or entirety of their
space to the academic departments they serve. Some libraries and their
branches will anticipate this draw down, or suggest it themselves, and respond
with services, resources, and instruction programs that are primarily virtual.
Some branch library personnel will be deployed into critical new areas, thus
making down-sizing of branches an “enabler” for new initiatives.

Main library buildings may come under increased pressure to accept new
tenants and services (“space wars”). Libraries will need to counter with
strategies that demonstrate a capacity for supporting research, teaching, and
learning, at times in partnership with library-preferred tenants whose service to
students and faculty complements their own. To have no plan will risk forfeiture
of space.

The strongest cases for retaining library real estate will be grounded in data
derived from user-needs assessments, and qualitative and quantitative evidence
of the benefits that libraries deliver to users within these spaces.

Future success, in part, will be fostered by the adaptability of staff; the
recruitment of differently skilled staff; the reorganization of library work and
services around emerging academic, research, and learning practices; and a

commitment to experiment, innovate, and take risk.
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29% replied that they were aware of Open Access(OA), while according to A. Swan’s
JISC Report(2004), over 60% of those who have not published through open access
journals(OAdJ) were aware of the concept. This evidences that Japanese researchers do
not have enough knowledge concerning OA.

Only 17% of the respondents answered they have plans to publish through an OAJ in
the next three years. The primary reason for more than half of those respondents who
choose an OAJ is a belief that the principle of free access to research information is
important.

In contrast, those who answered that they do not plan to publish through an OAJ (21%)
stated that the most important reason for not doing so is that they are not familiar
enough with OAJs in their fields to be motivated to submit to them.

Most researchers feel that the author’s fee should be subsidized by research grants.
More than two thirds (69%) of the respondents said that, if publishing their work in an
OAJ were a condition prescribed by the contract with grant-awarding bodies, they
would accept the condition.

About 20% of the respondents expressed concern about the possible breakdown of the
conventional scholarly communication system which the proliferation of OA might bring
about, while over 40% stated they could not make any judgment concerning this subject.
Importance of certain aspects of traditional journal publishing carried out by publishers,
including peer review and quality control was pointed out.

Regarding researchers’ self-archiving, only 20% of the respondents have self-archived at
least one article during the last three years in one of three possible ways: by placing a
copy of the article in an institutional (or departmental) repository, in a subject
repository, or on a personal or institutional website. Most Japanese researchers are

still unaware of the possibility of providing open access to their work by self-archiving.
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