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URT YU AL - “The Libraries and Archival Practices in the Early Modern Eastern Islamic
World”

Bt WaSEGERET VT 7T 7 VDS RTRESEE, AT A 2 EE
B : 2025483 A 20 A (OK) 13:00~18:30

BA{##8 T : Libraries and archival practices played a pivotal role in shaping the intellectual,
cultural, and religious landscapes of the pre-modern Islamic world. Since the early 21st
century, substantial research on libraries and book culture, based on manuscripts and
documentary sources, have emerged, particularly within the fields of Arabic and Turkish

historical studies. However, comparable scholarship focusing on other regions of the Islamic
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world, notably Iran and India, remains relatively underexplored. This symposium aims to
address this gap by bringing together scholars from theUK, Iran, Germany, and Japan to
examine the complex histories of manuscript provenance, endowments, library cataloguing,
and preservation in early modern Iran and India. Through these investigations, the symposium
seeks to deepen our understanding of the cultural, intellectual, and religious dynamics of
book culture in these regions and its broader significance within the Islamic world.
Program:

Chair: Kazuo Morimoto (Institute for Advanced Studies on Asia/Asian Research Library, The
University of Tokyo)

13:00-13:10 Introduction: Yui Kanda (ILCAA, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)
13:10-14:10 Philip Bockholt (University of Miinster): Four Centuries Later: Tracing Shah
‘Abbas’s Book Endowments to Ardabil in Istanbul

14:10-14:20 Break

14:20-15:20 Yui Kanda: Shah ‘Abbas I’s Manuscript Endowments and Shrine Practices: Early
Kufic Qur’ans Endowed to Mashhad and Ardabil

15:20-15:30 Break

15:30-16:30 Elahe Mahbub (Organization of Libraries, Museums and Document Center,
Astan Quds Razavi) and Behzad Nemati (The Islamic Research Foundation, Astan Quds
Razavi): Barrasi-ye kohan-tarin fehrest-ha-ye bejamande az Kitabkhane-ye Astan-e Qods-e
Razavi (in Persian)

16:30-16:40 Break

16:40—-17:40 Andrew Peacock (University of St Andrews): The Library of the Eighteenth
Century Mughal, Acchai Sahib

17:40—17:45 Break

17:45-18:30

General Discussion

Discussant: Christoph U. Werner (University of Bamberg)
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It was with great pleasure that I participated in the two-day intensive workshop on the
typology of Safavid administrative documents conducted by Elaheh Mahboub. The
workshop was taught entirely in Persian, which is remarkable in itself, as it allowed both
Japanese and non-Japanese participants to participate without the need for translation. It
can truly be called a landmark event that really helped to advance scholarship
internationally, and the organizers should be praised and applauded for their efforts in
bringing us all together. The high level of discussion and specialization was outstanding,
as expertise in administrative history, diplomacy, Shiite Islamic law, paleography, and
special scripts such as the accounting method of siydg were required and necessary.
Given the sanctions imposed on international travel and academic cooperation with Iran
in most European countries and the United States, this event organized with the Asian
Research Library in Japan showed that it can act as a bridge between the Iranian
academic community and its counterparts elsewhere. Truly, such an event would not have
been possible anywhere else at the moment. Together with the other participants, | am
very much looking forward to the publication of the book based on this workshop by
Elaheh Mahboub.
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3 WET VT 4,386 3,877 0 0 8,263
4 M7 YT 5,753 8,243 45 0 14,041
5 o —F o7 4,708 330 0 53 5,091
6 [y 6,479 3,858 0 0 10,337
R1 ZEME (7) 32 4 0 0 36
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R3 ZEME (HHE) 235 20 0 0 255
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